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School-Based Protection Measures: Definitions

Early Warning Systems: Systems that enable school personnel, government officials, UN agencies, or I/NGOs to communicate in real time about threats or attacks on schools. These enable education personnel and parents to temporarily close schools, transfer students to schools in safe areas, or provide alternative delivery of education.

Comprehensive School-based Safety and Security Plans: Plans that incorporate an array of measures, including protection, mitigation, and response actions. Many of the other measures defined here can be incorporated into a strategic, comprehensive approach to safety and security planning.

Physical Protection Measures: Measures to shield potential education targets from attack, minimize damage caused by attacks, and provide schools with a means of self-defense, which do not rely on the use of weapons or force. These include unarmed and armed measures. 

Negotiations: School and community leaders negotiate agreements with parties to armed conflict—including government forces and nonstate armed groups—not to attack schools or use them for military purposes. Negotiations typically require the intervention of a third party that is trusted or acceptable to all stakeholders. They may involve direct dialogue or utilize a form of shuttle diplomacy.

Alternative Delivery of Education: These include modifications in the time, place, and mode of education delivery and either help avoid attacks or the threat of violence or help education continue after normal school sites have been damaged, occupied, or targeted. 
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