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Participants will…

OBJECTIVES

• Understand the concept of 
School-related Gender-based 
Violence (SRGBV) including 
the drivers and consequences of 
violence.

• Be familiar with the global 
evidence base on SRGBV 
prevalence and programming.

• Understand programming 
principles,  M&E 
considerations and resources 
for SRGBV programming.

• Consider unique characteristics 
of SRGBV in LAC context.



GENDER INTEGRATION IN EDUCATION LOGICAL FRAMEWORK 
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VISION

THEORY 
OF 

CHANGE

All learners have access to equitable, safe and empowering education programs 

EQUITY SAFETY EMPOWERMEN
T

INPUTS

OUTPUTS

OUTCOME
S

• Capacity building on SRGBV and 
marginalization 

• Assessing and harmful gender 
norms in education inputs

• Training and provision of safe 
learning environments 

• Soft skills and agency integrated 
in all education interventions

• Capacity building in leadership 
skills 

• Provision of livelihood and 
advancement opportunities 

• Tools and monitoring of soft skills  
acquisition and leadership 
opportunities

• Programs offering advancement 
for all, especially females

• All learners have skills and 
experience  necessary for positive 
development, decision making 
and advancement

• Tools and monitoring of SRGBV 
and inclusion practices

• Positive gender norms practiced 
• Safety measures in place

• Learners and staff feel safe 
• Educators teach and train in 

environments that are physically 
and GBV safe

• Laws, policies, and guidance 
inclusive of all learners

• Curriculum, teaching and learning 
materials devoid of gender 
stereotypes

• Scholarships, grants, CCTs

• Laws and policies are inclusive 
• Curriculum and learning and 

teaching promote gender equal 
norms

• Education is inclusive

• Assessments and policy dialogue on 
policies and inclusive education

• Revision of curriculum and teaching 
and learning materials for gender 
responsiveness

• Affordability mechanisms for access 
to education opportunities 

If education programs integrate the guiding principles of equity, safety and 
empowerment, then access to education and quality of learning from early 
grades through higher education, including workforce development, will be 
improved.



What is School-Related Gender-
Based Violence?
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Gender discriminatory 
norms

School-Related Gender-Based Violence

Social Norms Wider structural and 
contextual factors
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SRGBV Conceptual Framework for Measurement

Indicator 4.a.2: Percentage of students experiencing 
bullying, corporal punishment, harassment, violence, 
sexual discrimination and abuse 

Aligns with SDG 4 Targets 
and Indicators
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Consequences of SRGBV

• Injuries (bruises, burns, fractures, etc.) & Disability
• Unwanted pregnancy
• STIs/HIV
• Substance abuse

Physical and Health Risks

• Anxiety
• Depression
• Low self-esteem
• Self-harm/suicide
• Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

Mental Health Problems

• Perpetuating a cycle of SRGBV against others (bullying, sexual harassment, etc.)
• Intimate Partner Violence
• Conflict with the law
• Intergenerational reproduction of violence

Violence Outcomes (Committed Against Others)

• Absenteeism
• Lack of concentration/inability to study
• Lower academic performance
• Dropping out of school

Educational Outcomes
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• Read your group’s scenario and discuss the following questions:

1. What type(s) of violence is the young person in your scenario 
experiencing? 

2. What are the gendered aspects of this violence? How might these 
incidents of violence look different if the victim or perpetrator 
was a different sex or from another marginalized group (students 
with disabilities, LGBTI children, etc.)?

3. What are the effects of this type of violence on the student?  What 
are possible consequences if the violence goes unchecked?

4. Is this type of violence something you’ve encountered in your 
career or research? Feel free to share other incidents of SRGBV in 
your work.

Activity (15mins): SRGBV Scenarios



Prevalence of School-Related 
Gender-Based Violence
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Violence against children occurs in every 
region and country. 

Source: KNOW Violence in Childhood 2017 Report
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Source: KNOW Violence in Childhood 2017 Report

Type and level of violence varies across sex and age group
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Data remains limited in both coverage 
and scope



SRGBV in Central America
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STUDY ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE (GBV)
AFFECTING CHILDREN IN CENTRAL AMERICA

Kids in Need of Defense (Washington, DC) and the Human Rights Center Fray 
Matías de Córdova (Chiapas, Mexico)

Study methodology and data sources

Reports:

Neither Security Nor Justice: Sexual and Gender-based Violence and Gang 
Violence in El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, 2017

Childhood Cut Short: Sexual and Gender-based Violence against Central 
American Immigrant and Refugee Children, 2017

Available at: www.supportkind.org

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



Definition Gender-based Violence (GBV)

Gender-based violence includes any act of physical, sexual, or 
psychological harm or threats of such acts carried out against a person 
based on their actual or assumed sex or gender. 

Gender-based violence…
● is rooted in unequal power relations between men and women, as 

well as homophobia and other forms of discrimination and 
oppression

● affects women, girls, men, and boys
● includes violence committed in any site, including in the home and 

in public, and violence perpetrated or condoned by the state
Sexual violence, a form of gender-based violence, includes any sexual 
act or attempted sexual act that is carried out in the absence of freely 
given consent, regardless of the perpetrator’s relationship to the victim.

16



STUDY FINDINGS: GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 
(GBV) AGAINST CHILDREN IN HONDURAS AND 
CENTRAL AMERICA

I. Gang related GBV

II. Other forms of GBV
• Sexual abuse in the home/family
• Intimate partner violence
• GBV in schools
• Violence against LGBTI children and youth

III. Obstacles to accessing justice, protection, and support

IV. Impact on education 



GANG RELATED SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Sexual violence is used by gangs …
to maintain control over the communities where they operate
to control and punish women and girls and their families
to enforce gender norms and punish those who do not comply

Forms of gang-based sexual violence
• Sexual harassment
• Rape
• Forced partnership and sexual servitude
• Intimate partner violence

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



GANG RELATED GBV IN THE SCHOOL 
CONTEXT

Schools and routes to and from school are principal sites for 
gang violence, including sexual violence

• Schools and gang territory 
• Gang control in schools
• Female students targeted by gangs to carry drugs and arms into schools; 
subject to sexual exploitation

• Presumed gang membership and stigma against boys and young men

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



JENNIFER’S STORY

“When I really got scared was when they [the gang members] showed up at 
my school… I was with my friends outside of the school… and they were 
hanging around… They didn’t say anything, they just stood there observing me. 
I went crazy, I was so afraid. I remember that I went back into the school and I 
waited, I waited an hour, until the school closed, and then I left. I told my 
mother and we decided to leave. We only waited to gather the money.” 

-- Jennifer, age 16, 
Honduras

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



OTHER FORMS OF GBV AGAINST CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH

Sexual abuse in the home/family
• Normalization of violence; disclosure and responses

Intimate partner violence
• Physical, emotional, and sexual abuse; cycles of violence; forced or coerced 
relationships

GBV in schools
• Harassment and bullying; sexual abuse by teachers

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



VIOLENCE AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
LGBTI CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

• Violence based on actual or ascribed identity

• Violence in the home, school, and community

• Gang-based violence and harassment

• Lack of protection and support

• Cycles of violence

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



ACCESS TO JUSTICE AND PROTECTION 

Children and youth who are survivors of GBV face significant 
obstacles to accessing justice, protection, and support
1. Normalization of violence
2. Stigma and victim blaming
3. Economic dependency on perpetrator
4. Fear of retribution by gangs or other perpetrators
5. Lack of adequate capacity and specialization in judicial and child protection 

systems

6. Discrimination and abuse by police and judicial officials
7. Lack of accessible and appropriate support services

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



GBV AND IMPACT ON EDUCATION

● Coercion and control

● Emotional/psychological impact of violence

● Early partnership and pregnancy

● Educational losses due to withdrawal from school

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



GANG RELATED GBV AND IMPACT ON 
EDUCATION

● Climate of fear in schools

● Limits to freedom of movement and school withdrawal 

● Forced displacement and migration

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



CELIA’S STORY

“I felt like my body was dirty. I felt like it was my fault. But I didn’t tell anyone. 
I was angry all the time and I began to have a difficult time in school. My 
grades went down and I fought with my teachers and classmates. I wanted to 
fight all the time and with everyone because I was angry at him for hurting me 
and angry at my mother for not protecting me from him.”

-- Celia, age 15, 
Honduras

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE (KIND)



Programming for SRGBV
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GUIDING STRATEGIES FOR HOLISTIC 
SRGBV RESPONSES

Leadership: Laws, 
Policies and System 

Reform

Environment: Ensuring 
Schools are Safe and 

Supportive

Prevention: Curriculum, 
Teaching and Learning

Responses:  In and 
Around Schools

Partnerships: 
Collaborating with & 

Engaging Key 
Stakeholders

Evidence:  Monitoring 
and Evaluation of 

SRGBV

Source: Global Guidance on Addressing School-Related Gender-Based Violence, UNESCO & UN Women 2016
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EXAMPLES FROM AFRICA REGION

● Rwanda: Family 
Promotion Policy
(UNICEF/DFID)

• Uganda: The Good 
Schools Toolkit 
(Raising Voices)

• Ghana/Malawi/Yemen/ 
Tajikistan/Dominican 
Republic: Doorways 
Training Program 
(USAID)

• Kenya: National Child 
Helpline & Teacher Sexual 
Offenders database 
(UNICEF)

• Sierra Leone: 
Coordinated Action 
for Protection & 
Empowerment 
(Concern)

Source: Global Guidance on Addressing School-Related Gender-Based Violence, UNESCO & UN Women 2016
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Global Evidence on 
SRGBV Interventions:  

What Works?

Teacher 
Training: 

Interactive, 
inclusive 

curriculum and 
pedagogies

Girls’ and 
boys’ clubs 

‘safe spaces’ 

Whole School 
Approach in 
school policy 
and protocol 
development

Collaborative 
engagement of 

parents, and 
community and 

religious 
gatekeepers

Reflection and 
consciousness-

raising on gender 
identities, norms 
and inequalities 

Communication & 
conflict-resolution 
skills with socio-
economic support 

/training

Source: Parkes et al, 2016
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SRGBV-related 
Programming 

Examples in LAC

Hagamos Nuestra 
la Escuela/This 
School is Ours,” 

El Salvador

Program H 
and  Program 

M, 
Promundo

Abriendo Puertas 
(Doorways 

Manual) USAID, 
Dominican 
Republic

Abriendo 
Oportunidades, 

Population Council, 
Guatemala & LAC 

region

Mercy Corps, Con 
Paz Aprendemos 
Más, Colombia

Youth Living 
Peace, Promundo



11/10/17

Do No Harm! 

What different ethical and safety 
considerations should inform the  design 

of SRGBV programming in Central 
America?
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Monitoring & Evaluation Considerations

• Essential to conduct formative 
research, including literature 
review, policy analysis, and 
socialization of stakeholders.

• Identify suitable M&E methods and 
instruments and adapt to the local 
context. 

• Design SRGBV indicators, 
ensuring a good balance between 
quantitative and qualitative 
indicators

Additional Resource:  
USAID’s Conceptual Framework for 
Measuring School-Related Gender-Based 
Violence
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Key Recommendations
✓ Integrate a gender and GBV prevention focus into gang violence prevention 

programming. Focus on shifting gender norms and de-normalizing gender-
based violence. Begin prevention education with children at a young age.

✓ Integrate violence prevention and response actions within learning environments 
and existing systems (e.g. teacher training, curricula MOE policy, etc.)

✓ Generate more evidence on what it takes to create safe learning spaces in Central 
American context

✓ Harmonize humanitarian,  child protection,  and development strategies 
addressing gender, violence prevention, and education 

✓ Recognize the strengths and limitations of the Education sector’s response to 
violence in school and the community. Prioritize ethical and safety considerations 
in all programming. Create and implement school protocols to respond to disclosure 
of SRGBV, taking into account confidentiality issues and risks faced by survivors. 

✓ Increase investment in GBV prevention, including school, family, and community 
based efforts. 
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Resources
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Global Data Sources: 

– UNICEF’s Hidden in Plain Sight

– CDC’s Violence Against Children (VAC) Surveys

– KNOW Violence in Childhood Global Learning Initiative 

– Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children

– CDC’s Global school-based student health survey (GSHS)



THANK YOU!

Julie Hanson Swanson- USAID
juswanson@usaid.gov

Rachel Dotson- KIND
rdotson@supportkind.org 
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